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SEMSA Calendar
2019 dates (spring)
April 26, 4pm-6pm: group lessons at Zumbro
May 4, 2pm: SEMSA Ensemble Recital at Unitarian
May 17, 4pm-6pm: group lessons at Zumbro
                    (Lollapalooza, Concert, and Pizza Party)
     Zumbro is: Zumbro Lutheran Church

624 3rd Ave SW in Rochester
     Unitarian is: Unitarian Universalist Church

1727 Walden Lane SW in Rochester

Words from the SEMSA Board President
My daughter started piano lessons about 12 years 
ago with a teacher using the Suzuki method. Her 
teacher suggested we check out SEMSA and group 
lessons as an added enrichment for piano education.
Although I have little musical training myself I could 
tell from the first group lesson that it would be 
beneficial. As I’ve become more involved over the 
years with another daughter learning Suzuki cello 
and joining the SEMSA board, I have experienced 
many benefits of the SEMSA organization.

SEMSA was founded 35 years ago (February, 1984) 
with the goal of providing a rich and nurturing 
environment for student musicians. The organization

benefits all members of the Suzuki triad: student, 
parent and teacher by providing a variety of 
enriching musical experiences. Group lessons form 
the core of the SEMSA experience but additional 
activities including honors and ensemble recitals, 
music workshops like Gasshuku, and informational 
parent meetings all provide the rich environment 
our members enjoy.

Importantly, our teachers find much support 
through the volunteer efforts of our parent 
members, especially our board. The board acts as 
the administrative team to coordinate all of the 
group activities (recitals, group lessons, beginning of 
year pot-luck/end of year recital and party, 
workshops, etc.), notify group members of events 
via the website, TeamSnap, and email, organize 
fundraising efforts (including grant proposals) and 
trouble shoot when necessary. Often unnoticed by 
the average member, our organization provides 
scholarships to teachers to advance their training 
and advertises for new teachers to join our 
community (most recently Ángel Falú-García
 and Sharon Neufeld were recruited to teach in 
Rochester).

This organization relies completely on the volunteer 
help of parent members. This past year we were 
unable to find enough volunteers to provide the 
person power needed to run the organization and 
we hired on Judy and Lynela (past board members, 
no longer Suzuki parents) to help at added expense. 
We are currently in need of parent volunteers to join
the board to help with group lessons, membership 
and fundraising. Please consider joining us to keep 
this organization vibrant and running smoothly.

Sherry Jester, SEMSA President 2018-2019
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The final group lesson on May 17 will be:

Lollapalooza - 4:00 p.m. Music Games and Activities
Concert - 5:00 p.m. 

Pizza Party - After the Concert

All at our normal group lesson location of Zumbro Lutheran Church (624  3rd Avenue SW, Rochester, MN).

[Editor's note:  You need to register  for the Pizza Party part of this by May 11.  See attachment 
SEMSA 2019 Concert + Pizza Party Order Form.]

Suzuki Summer Camps (Judy Hickey)
I encourage you to make attending a Suzuki Summer Institute with your Suzuki music student a part of your 2019 
summer plans. There are many Suzuki Institutes held across the United States, from Oregon to Maine, Atlanta, GA
to Stevens Point, WI. Each institute has its own unique characteristics. Base your selection on which institute to 
attend by the location, the week it is scheduled to be held, the instrument classes offered, and the type of 
programming offered. Discuss institute options with your lesson teacher and ask other SEMSA parents for 
suggestions. Research Suzuki Institute options on the internet to compare the programming offered at different 
locations. 

My family has attended a Suzuki Summer Institute for many years. Sometimes the whole family attends and those
not involved in the Suzuki program find other recreational activities; such as attending baseball games, swimming,
museum visits, …  Other times, I have attended with only my Suzuki music children. A word of caution, if you 
attend an institute as a single parent with more than one child, pick a small institute that you can move quickly 
from class to class and manage two children who have independent schedules.  Or if one of your children is an 
independent, responsible teenager, the teen should be able to maneuver the campus and attend classes himself, 
while you attend classes with the younger child. Additionally, many Suzuki Institutes have teen programs and 
teenagers are able to attend the institute by themselves, you should decide if your child is responsible and able to 
attend an independent experience.    

The Suzuki Association of the Americas (SAA) website has valuable information on 2019 Suzuki Institute locations 
and programming.   https://suzukiassociation.org/events/institutes/
Check the Suzuki Association of the Americas (SAA) website for additional information valuable to Suzuki parents.
https://suzukiassociation.org/

The following Suzuki Institutes are regularly attended by families in our Southeastern Minnesota Suzuki 
Association (SEMSA).
Blue Lake Suzuki Family Camp
Jun 11–23, 2019
Twin Lake, MI
Bass, Cello, Piano, Viola, Violin

Chicago Suzuki Institute
Jun 29–Jul 7, 2019
Deerfield, IL
Bass, Cello, Piano, Viola, Violin

MacPhail Center for Music
Jul 21–26, 2019
Minneapolis, MN
Guitar, Piano
American Suzuki Institute
Jul 21–Aug 3, 2019
Stevens Point, WI
Bass, Cello, Flute, Harp, Piano, Suzuki Early Childhood 
Education, Suzuki in the Schools, Viola, Violin, Voice
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Suzuki Summer Camp Scholarship (Dave Hubka)
SEMSA offers the Georgia Daniels' Scholarship for families who are first time Suzuki Institute attendees
to help introduce families to these Institutes. As such, the scholarship is not tied to financial need, is restricted to 
a one-time award per family, and is only available the first time any family member attends an Institute. 
Applications are due each year by June 1st.

The process is simple and documented here, but feel free to talk to your SEMSA teacher or Sherry Jester 
(hcloft@charter.net) about it as well:
Step 1 - Complete the Scholarship application form and submit it to the contact on the form by June 1st.
Step 2 - Register and attend a Suzuki Summer Institute
Step 3 -After attending a Summer Institute, provide the following to SEMSA:

(1) Proof of registration, payment, and attendance
(2) Submit a short article to be published in the SEMSA Newsletter

Step 4 -The SEMSA Treasurer will mail a $100 check to the scholarship applicants who have met the requirements 
above.

[Editor's note:  See attachment Georgia_Daniel_Scholarship_for_Institute_Application_Apr-2019.]

SEMYO Spring Audition Dates

Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestra (SEMYO) will hold new student auditions for its 2019-2020 season on 
May 30 and June 3. SEMYO provides an opportunity for students musicians to play in a symphony orchestra. 
SEMYO is open to students of all ages with at least 1-2 years experience playing a string, woodwind, brass, or 
percussion instrument. In addition to performing in a full orchestra led by professional conductors, SEMYO 
students receive coaching from professional musicians, have opportunities to play in small ensembles, and have 
an opportunity to compete in an annual concerto competition. SEMYO also has a limited number of openings for 
its third trimester starting on March 9 (interested students should audition on or before March 16).

For more information and to schedule an audition visit www.semyo.org. For questions contact Corey Henke at 
chenke@semyo.org   or call 507-696-2023.

Corey Henke - Program Director
Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras (SEMYO)

SEMSA News Page 3



SouthEastern Minnesota Suzuki Association April 17, 2019

S  tudio Updates

Linda Thompson Violin & Viola Studio
During the month of February, a trip to Jordan, Israel, and Egypt, took me away from the studio for two weeks.  
Leaving the studio for such a time is not routine for me, so I needed a plan.  At last fall’s GASSHUKU, Rebekah 
Hanson offered an idea for review which she uses each March.  Similar to the basketball brackets/playoffs, teams 
(or in this case, pieces) vie for ‘wins’ until the final four, the final two and a winner.  Students had friends 
determine winning pieces each day until my return.  At Studio Level Lessons, peers listened to the final two pieces
and determined the winning pieces.  Students are now in the process of getting all ‘losers’ into the ‘winners’ 
column with great tone.

Suzuki Association of Minnesota Graduates 2019
Ellie Elder—Level 1
Finn Hanke—TW
Fabricio Jimenez—Level 1
Fernando Jimenez– Level 3
Alex Luo– Level 1
Emma Luo—Level 3

Etif McIntosh– Level 1
So-Yeon Smith– Level 1, 2
Sawyer Thompson– Level 3
Annie We– Level 4
Juliann Yao-Level 3
Mandy Yu-TW

DeAnn Spencer & Caitlin Smith Violin Studio(s)

On March 1 Caitlin Smith and DeAnn Spencer
combined studios for a winter recital - "Celestial
Navigation".  45 students performed lots of songs
about the planets, sun, moon, stars and the solar
system. The music ranged from classical (Jupiter from
"The Planets") to jazz (Fly Me to the Moon) to pop (A Sky Full of Stars by Coldplay).

Suzanne Gorman (student of DeAnn Spencer)
I had an amazing experience in Feb - after being nominated last year and auditioning I was selected to play in the 
National Honors Series in Carnegie Hall NY - it was amazing!! My high school music teacher nominated me and I 
had to send in audition materials which consisted of audio recordings of a piece, scales, and an orchestral excerpt.
I did this all last summer and then had to wait until the end of October to see if I was selected. I hope that I can do
it again!
[Editor's note:  See attachment Suzanne NYC 19+2 related to this.] 
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Upper Midwest String Camp

The Upper Midwest String Camp is jointly sponsored by the Minnesota String & Orchestra Teachers 
Association (MNSOTA) and the College of Saint Benedict in St. Joseph. This is the ideal summer 
program for 7th through 12th-grade students eager to develop their string playing through chamber music,
string orchestra, and technique classes. There is no entrance audition; all students are accepted in the order
in which they apply.  On the first day of camp, teachers hear students play to assess their experience in 

order to divide students according to age and ability for daily orchestra and 
chamber group rehearsals. The faculty of distinguished artist-teachers is 
aided by a corps of outstanding college student teaching interns, making 
possible considerable individual attention.

There is a small pool of scholarship money available to assist students who 
otherwise would not be able to attend, contact camp director David Arnott 
for scholarship information. 

For complete information: 
     http://www.mnsota.org/events/upper-midwest-camp

Additional information: https://www.facebook.com/umstringcamp/
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SEMYO Summer Music Camps
Not only is there a glimmer of hope that spring is coming, but summer is also right around the corner. Explore music
with SEMYO this summer!

Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras (SEMYO) is continuing to offer week-long summer camp programs 
including the popular string and jazz band camps. The summer music camps for students musicians who play 
string, woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments. The programs are offered in partnership with Rochester 
Community Education and will take place on June 10-15 and July 15-19 daily from either 9 a.m. to Noon or 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. June camps include Fiddle Strings, Middle School Jazz Band, and High School Jazz Band. July camps 
include Prelude Strings, Advanced Strings, and Band. The cost to participate is $110 and scholarships are 
available for those who qualify. No previous membership in SEMYO is required.

The camps are open to students in grades 4 and up, however students in grades 4-6 must request permission to 
register. Please contact Corey Henke at chenke@semyo.org   to request permission.

For more detailed information and links to registration please visit:
http://semyo.org/semyo-summer-camp-2019/
For questions please e-mail camp@semyo.org or call 507-282-1718.
Sign-up soon for an educational and fun week of music!

Session 1: June 10-14
9 AM to 12 PM: Fiddle Camp (gr. 7 and up) and Middle School Jazz Band (gr. 7-9)
1-4 PM: High School Jazz Band (gr. 10-12) 

Session 2: July 15-19
9 AM to 12 PM: Band Camp (gr. 7 and up) and Prelude Strings (gr. 7 and up) 
1-4 PM: Advanced String Camp (gr. 9-12) 

Please note:
Grade levels listed are for the grade you are starting next fall. String students in grades 4-6, who take private 
lessons may register for Prelude Strings and Fiddle Camp, but should send Corey Henke an e-mail to request 
permission to register. chenke@semyo.org

Jazz Band Camp is open to non-traditional jazz instruments as well as piano, guitar, and bass (acoustic or electric).

All summer camps are open to non-SEMYO members so please share with friends and family.
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