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Words from the SEMSA Board President 

To all our SEMSA families, 

With the May group lesson, so closes the 2015-2016 

SEMSA year.  And what an exciting year it was!  We 

rolled out our first ever on-line registration form, 

moved to a new host location for group lessons, and 

bid a fond farewell to one of our studio teachers, 

Paula Stewart, who retired after many years of 

dedicated Suzuki instruction and service to SEMSA.  

We have welcomed new board members and have 

six graduating seniors. We organized an 

improvisational workshop and held honors and 

ensemble recitals. I hope you were able to 

participate in at least one of these fantastic 

performance opportunities or the incredibly fun 

educational workshop. 

Next year is shaping up to be even more exciting.  

The Board is working hard over the summer to 

provide an on-line payment solution to compliment 

the electronic registration form and to recruit 

additional Suzuki trained teachers to our area.  In 

November 2016 we will hold our bi-annual Gasshuku 

event at Eagle Bluff and we have received word that 

world-renowned violinist, Midori, will be in 

Rochester that same month!  So watch for 

information in our newsletter, eNotes and on our 

website www.semsa-suzuki.org. 

Along with the close of the SEMSA year, my tenure 

as Board president also comes to an end.  It has 

been my distinct pleasure to serve this wonderful 

organization.  As you may know, the board is made 

up solely of volunteers. Board membership is a great 

way to learn more about SEMSA, work side by side 

with studio teachers and other Suzuki parents, make 

new friends and help shape the future of the 

organization. Commitment levels are often tailored 

to each individual’s interests and availability.  So 

please, contact any board member - or your studio 

teacher - if you are interested in this rewarding 

experience.  We’d love to have you! 

Thank you, 

Amy Laack 
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SEMSA Calendar 

November 11-12, 2016:  Gasshuku 2016 

TBD Fridays 2016-2017:  group lessons at RCC 

TBD in 2016/2017:  Young Musicians Recital at UCC 

TBD in 2017:  Ensemble Recital at UCC 

TBD in 2017:  SAM Grad Recitals 

 

RCC is:  Rochester Covenant Church 

 4950 31st Ave NW in Rochester 

UCC is: Unitarian Universalist Church 

 1727 Walden Lane SW in Rochester 

SAM is: Suzuki Association of Minnesota 

 

SEMSA Board Opportunity (ongoing) 

The SEMSA Board is always in need of new blood 

and new energy!  Many hands make for light work!  

Please consider giving of your time.  If interested, 

contact your studio teacher or incoming Board 

President, Sherry Jester, jesterdoc@yahoo.com . 

 

New SEMSA Flute Teacher 

Hello!  My name is Irissa (Hubka) Ryant.  I am a 

returning face to SEMSA.  I began Suzuki flute 

lessons at the age of 6 and Suzuki piano lessons 

shortly after.  I received my Bachelor's in Music 

(Flute Performance with a Math Minor) from Iowa 

State University, and in May I earned my Master's in 

Music (Flute Performance) from Pennsylvania State 

University.  I have completed Every Child Can 

training and am looking forward to continuing my 

Suzuki Teacher Training in the near future.  This fall I 

will begin teaching Suzuki flute lessons in Rochester, 

as well as enrichment classes for young students.  I 

learned so much in my many years as a Suzuki 

student, so I am thrilled to return to SEMSA as a 

teacher!  For more information about flute lessons, 

please contact me at irissajo@gmail.com or 507-

250-5737. 

New SEMSA Violin/Viola Teacher 

SEMSA is happy to announce a new violin and viola 

teacher coming to Rochester.  His name is Ángel M. 

Falú-García.  The board made arrangements to meet 

Mr. Falú at the 17th SAA Conference over Memorial 

Weekend.  Judy Hickey and Sherry Jester joined 

Barbara Bartleson, Laura Geisler, and Linda 

Thompson for dinner with Mr. Falú one evening. 

Then we brought him back to Rochester to get a 

glimpse of our fair city.  He plans to move here in 

August after he completes his current commitments 

in Portland, OR.   

Mr. Falu grew up in Puerto Rico and he has a 

Bachelors in Music in Viola Performance from  

Conservatorio de Música de Puerto Rico- San Juan, 

PR and a Masters in Music from The University  

of Akron- Akron, OH.  He has completed several 

units of violin and viola training as well as Every  

Child Can and Early Childhood Classes. 

If you hear of friends interested in lessons for their 

children, they may contact him at: 

angfalu@gmail.com . 

 

 

Suzuki Summer Camps 

It’s not too late – there are many good Suzuki 

Summer Camps still coming up in July and August. 

The one is Stevens Point, WI is by far the closest and 

most convenient to go to from Rochester. Our family 

has attended many and they are good!  Dave Hubka 

The definitive listing of these camps is at 

https://suzukiassociation.org/events/institutes/ 

The one in Stevens Point is described at 

https://suzukiassociation.org/events/loc/american-

suzuki-institute/ 
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Gasshuku 2016 - Suzuki Music Workshop for 

Students, Parents and Teachers 
 

Save the Date -- Friday, November 11 and 

Saturday, November 12, 2016 
 

The Southeastern Minnesota Suzuki Association will host Gasshuku 

at Eagle Bluff 2014 on Friday, November 11 and Saturday, 
November 12 at the Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center in 
Lanesboro, Minnesota. Please mark your calendars now and plan to 
attend this exciting music workshop with your Suzuki student. 
 

Gasshuku at Eagle Bluff will allow you to experience a first-class Suzuki music workshop close to home. Planning 
for the Gasshuku at Eagle Bluff 2016 has been in progress since September. The Gasshuku committee expects 12 
clinicians, over 160 students, 100 parents, and 20 music teachers to attend this music workshop. Participating 
Suzuki students will range from beginning ‘twinkle’ students through advanced high school students; the 
attending student musicians study bass, cello, flute, harp, piano, viola, and violin. 
  

The theme for Gasshuku will be centered on the concepts of practice. This theme will be threaded throughout the 
class sessions during the weekend.  Clinicians will challenge the students with a variety of ideas to improve their 
practice sessions and techniques that the students can use to develop their playing skills. 
 

Learning to play a musical instrument well is a rewarding, but demanding task.  It requires daily practice, weekly 
lessons, and year round dedication.  A music workshop adds importance and excitement to the learning routine 
for both the student and parent. 
 

The Gasshuku planning committee hopes your family truly enjoys this outstanding event.  You can look forward to 
a wonderful weekend at Eagle Bluff in Lanesboro!                      
 

Gasshuku brochures and registration forms will be available in your SEMSA teacher’s studio in June.   
 

 

 

 

 

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota  

through a grant from the Southeastern Minnesota Arts  

Council thanks to a legislative appropriation from the  

arts & cultural heritage fund. 
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Ensemble Recital, May 14, 2016
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Studio Updates 

Barbara Bartleson Piano Studio 

Piano students conclude another year filled with fine 

music and technical progress. 

 

We will miss our graduating seniors, Makayla Hubka 

and Christina Wentz.  Makayla will attend RCTC and 

hopes to become a youth minister.  Christina is still 

deciding where to attend college.  She plans to 

become ophthalmologist.  Both young women have 

exceeded expectations in my studio and I know they 

will continue to do so throughout their careers.  We 

wish them all the best! 

 

Michael Hickey and Isabel Kramlinger will play in the 

Minnesota Music Teachers Honors Concert at the 

Convention Center in June.  They have memorized 

their duet parts and will play in a group of twenty 

other students on concert grand pianos in a “piano 

orchestra”.  Marie Elise Matern was selected but is 

unable to perform in the concert. 

 

Truman Dangerfield won 3rd place for pianist in 

grades 7-9 in the Hoffman Piano Contest sponsored 

by the Rochester Area Keyboard Club.  He performed 

a Chopin Mazurka in the Honors Concert. 

 

Nick Crocket, Anna Guenther, James Guenther, 

Michael Hickey and Liam O’Neill played multi-piece 

programs in the American College of Musicians 

Piano Guild Auditions.  They all received excellent 

scores with City-Wide and State-Wide ratings. 

 

Nick Crockett and Liam O’Neill performed in the 

SEMSA Ensemble recital, playing a piano duet based 

on the Rondo a Capriccio by Beethoven. 

 

I will attend the Suzuki Association of the Americas 

International Conference in Minneapolis over 

Memorial Day weekend.  I will hear many fine 

student performances and observe excellent 

teachers working with pianists of all ages.  It is an 

inspiration to hear so much excellent music! 

 

Thanks to all the students and parents in my studio 

for amazing work and continuing support.  I am 

honored to work with these fine families.  Next year 

will be even better! 

 

Suzuki Association of MN Graduation at Hamline University  

(above left) Christina Wentz for books 5,6,7 

(above right) Isabel Kramlinger with her mom for book 7 

(below left) Michael Hickey for book 3 
(below right) Truman Dangerfield for books 2,3,4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isabel Kramlinger playing at the Suzuki Association of MN 
Advanced Students Honors Recital at Bethel University  



SouthEastern Minnesota Suzuki Association  June 21, 2016 

Page 6 
SEMSA News 

Linda Thompson Violin/Viola Studio 

 

Spring of 2016 kept the studio bustling with extras.  

Several students recorded and graduated from 

different levels in March:  Luke Corrigan, Joe 

Corrigan, Anna Guenther, Hannah Hanson, Isaiah 

Hanson, Levi Hanson, Federico Jimenez, S Lange-

Pearson, Z Lange-Pearson, Emma Luo, Aaron Mead, 

Charlotte Whiting, Evan Wright, Annie Wu, Christine 

Yao, Ethan Yao. 

 

Federico Jimenez, Aaron Mead, Ann Guenther, 

Hannah Hanson, Isaiah Hanson, Levi Hanson, Mika 

Mead, Zoë Lange-Pearson, Annie Wu, Emma Luo, 

Christine Yao, Ethan Yao, Juliann Yao, Fernando 

Jimenez and Sawyer Thompson participated in 

SEMSA’s Ensemble Recital. 

 

Our graduating seniors this year are Sophie Beyer 

and Evan Wright.  We wish them the best as they 

discover new adventures! 

 

Side note:  There are three violinists in the studio 

(Federico, Fernando, Fabricio), who are very proud 

of their father for his participation in the World 

Doctors’ Orchestra in Bangkok, Thailand on Feb. 27.  

Bravo to Dr. Rafael Jimenez.    

After an early spring recital on May 1, the studio had 

Level Lessons followed by a trip to Flapdoodles.  

Summer lessons will have special focus on theory 

with prizes for points on the skills students study. 

 

Carolyn Mead Cello Studio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enoch Kim with Carolyn Mead at the Rochester Music Guild 
Winners Recital on May 6 at Christ United Methodist Church. 

Enoch won 3rd place in the Strings Junior Division. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group shots from the Feb. 28, 2016 Honors Recital. 
There are 3 cellists:  
Row 1 Ellie Kraichely, Connor Ellsworth (L to R Ellie is #1, Connor 
is #4) 
Row 2 Carson Ellsworth (L to R Carson is #3) 
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DeAnn Spencer Violin Studio 

Recitals and performances 

We had our spring recitals on Saturday, April 30.

the students 

were really 

well prepared 

and played 

beautifully!

also had a 

number of 

students 

perform in the SEMSA Ensemble Recitals 

much fun to play together with friends and fellow 

musicians.  Several of my students will perform at 

the Mayo Children's Garden Celebration on Friday, 

May 27.  This is a great opportunity to showcase 

Suzuki students in a public setting.  Join us in 

Matthews 

lobby (Mayo 

Building) from 

12:00-12:30 to 

hear their 

performance. 

Graduating Seniors 

Meghan Patel

playing the violin since 

she was in third grade. 

She has played the violin 

for Mass throughout 

grade school, 

participated in ensemble 

and soloist concerts, and 

enjoyed fiddle lessons 

from her teacher, DeAnn 

Spencer. Her

and hard work has 

earned her 3 figure skating and 6 track and 

field varsity letters in high school. She would like to 

thank DeAnn for being such an inspiring ro

She has taught her respect, discipline, and the love 

for music.  Mrs. Spencer has always been supportive 

of Meghan’s other activities and Meghan 

astern Minnesota Suzuki Association  June

 

We had our spring recitals on Saturday, April 30.  All 

the students 

were really 

well prepared 

and played 

beautifully!  I 

also had a 

number of 

students 

perform in the SEMSA Ensemble Recitals - it is so 

much fun to play together with friends and fellow 

Several of my students will perform at 

the Mayo Children's Garden Celebration on Friday, 

This is a great opportunity to showcase 

Join us in the 

Meghan Patel has been 

playing the violin since 

she was in third grade. 

She has played the violin 

for Mass throughout 

grade school, 

participated in ensemble 

concerts, and 

enjoyed fiddle lessons 

from her teacher, DeAnn 

Spencer. Her dedication 

and hard work has 

earned her 3 figure skating and 6 track and 

varsity letters in high school. She would like to 

inspiring role model. 

She has taught her respect, discipline, and the love 

Mrs. Spencer has always been supportive 

of Meghan’s other activities and Meghan 

appreciates her positive and patient manner. At 

Lourdes High School, Meghan is an

National Honors Society, SADD, Habitat for 

Humanity, and led a pilot project for Model UN. 

Meghan will be in the Honors program in business 

at Loyola University in Chicago and has also applied 

for Disney on Ice. She has had so

memories playing the violin throughout the years, 

and will treasure the friendships she has made.

played in numerous ensembles and other events.

Her high school experience has been filled with 

music, drama, track, and Bella Voce Young Women's 

Choir. Emily had the opportunity to graduate early 

from High School so she could work (to save money 

for college), focus on Bella Voce and violin. Emily is 

headed to Brigham Young University (Idaho) in the 

fall and will bring her violin so she can continue to 

play. Emily is grateful for DeAnn Spencer in 

mentoring and supporting her since third grade. She 

is especially grateful for music and how it has 

blessed her life. 

Winner of Music Competition

Division of the Rochester Music Guild Scholarship 

Competition.  She performed Scene de Ballet
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appreciates her positive and patient manner. At 

Lourdes High School, Meghan is an active member in 

tional Honors Society, SADD, Habitat for 

pilot project for Model UN. 

Meghan will be in the Honors program in business 

Loyola University in Chicago and has also applied 

for Disney on Ice. She has had so many good 

violin throughout the years, 

friendships she has made. 

Emily Fleming 

started violin 

lessons in third 

grade and has 

played ever since.  

In addition to 

participating in 

studio recitals, 

Emily performs 

regularly at church 

services and has 

played in numerous ensembles and other events.  

school experience has been filled with 

music, drama, track, and Bella Voce Young Women's 

Choir. Emily had the opportunity to graduate early 

from High School so she could work (to save money 

llege), focus on Bella Voce and violin. Emily is 

headed to Brigham Young University (Idaho) in the 

fall and will bring her violin so she can continue to 

play. Emily is grateful for DeAnn Spencer in 

mentoring and supporting her since third grade. She 

ecially grateful for music and how it has 

Winner of Music Competition 

Congratulations 

to Breanna Shen - 

9th grade at 

Century High 

School - for 

winning Second 

Place in the Jr. 

Division of the Rochester Music Guild Scholarship 

Scene de Ballet by de 
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Beriot and the Allemanda from an unaccompanied Bach 

partita. 

 

Performers at Mayo Children's Garden Celebration 

Several of DeAnn Spencer's students performed at Mayo 

Clinic for the Children's Garden Celebration on May 27.  

Emma Bransford, Sofia Chaudrey, Olivia Haddock, Ava 

Robertson, Elaina Robertson, Natalie Tricarico and Cate 

Crockett (cello) were the performers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(far upper right) Elaina Robertson, Emma Bransford, Cate Crockett; (above left) Olivia Haddock;  
(above center) Natalie Tricarico; (above right) Ava Robertson & Sofia Chaudrey;  
(right) Mayo Children's Garden Celebration;  
(below left) Olivia Haddock, DeAnn Spencer, Natalie Tricarico;  
(below center) Emma Bransford; (below right) Sofia Chaudrey 
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Student Musicians - Come Audition for SEMYO! 
 

The Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras welcome student musicians to audition for the upcoming 2016-

2017 season, which begins in September. The upcoming season will feature a youth orchestra residency with the 

world renowned violinist Midori Goto during November 16 - 20, 2016.  Midori has been performing professionally 

for over 30 years -- she made her debut performance with the New York Philharmonic at the age of 11.  The 

Midori residency program will provide unique musical opportunities for the SEMYO student musicians through 

master classes, workshops, and public performances. For additional information check the SEMYO website. 

http://semyo.org/midori. 

 

The youth orchestra auditions are open to students playing string, woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments 

at all levels. Student musicians have the opportunity to participate in one of three performance ensembles - 

Chamber Strings, Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Concert Orchestra.  Rehearsals are held at Century High School 

in Rochester on Saturday morning throughout the school year. Auditions are scheduled by appointment and will 

be held on Saturday, June 4 and Wednesday, June 15. 
 

CHAMBER STRINGS: Chamber Strings is open to string players with a minimum of one to two years of playing 

experience. The orchestra will cover the fundamentals of ensemble playing. 
 

PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA: This full orchestra includes all orchestral instruments for advanced intermediate 

players generally 5th - 11th grade. Literature includes arranged and original works. 
 

CONCERT ORCHESTRA: Full orchestral experience for advanced players generally 9th – 12th grade. Literature 

includes original works of diverse styles, which will challenge the student musicians. 
 

Visit the SEMYO website for complete audition information and to register for an audition time at 

http://semyo.org/auditions/ 

 

Auditions are held at the SEMYO office at Assisi Heights, 1001 14th St NW Suite 450.  Please enter the building at 

the back of Assisi Heights, through the Conference Center door.  

Please email info@semyo.org or call the SEMYO office at 282-1718 if you have any questions. 
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SEMYO Summer Music Camps 2016 
The Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras (SEMYO) in cooperation with Rochester Community Education is 

offering summer music camps for middle and high school student musicians, June 15 -19 and July 18 - 22. 

Students will have the opportunity to improve ensemble and technical skills. Music camps offered are Fiddle 

Strings Camp, Jazz Band Camp, Rhythm Jam Camp in June and Prelude String Orchestra, Summer Band Camp, and 

Choral Music Camp in July. Register through Rochester Community Education.   

Phone: (507) 328-4000       

Online: www.rochesterce.org/youth 

In person or US Mail:  Northrop Community Education Center, 201 8th St. NW, Rochester, MN 55901 

 
Here is the electronic link to the Rochester Community Education summer 2016 youth enrichment brochure: 
http://rpscommunityed.ss5.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3087734/File/Departments/Enrichment/Y
outh/Summer/Summer%202016/NEWEST_VERSION%20summer.pdf 

Prelude Strings Orchestra Camp 
Rosin your bows -- you are invited! Violinists, cellists, violists, and bassists, come play in a string orchestra! If you 
are a student musician and want to try this experience or continue to improve your musical skills, either way - you 
will have fun! James Buchan will be your maestro for this camp. Music will be mailed to the students before camp 
starts. There will be a short performance on the last day of camp. The Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras 
(SEMYO) is sponsoring this music camp. Playing level: For students with at least one year middle school playing 
experience or Suzuki book level 3. Contact: Judy at 292-0576 for more information. 
M-F                 Jul 18-Jul 22              9 AM-12 PM 
Century High School Music Rooms                  5 Sessions   $100 
 
Summer Band Camp 
Clean out your spit valves, soak your reed, loosen up your lips -- band members wanted! If you are a student wind, 
brass, or percussion musician and want to experience playing in a band or continue improving your skills, either 
way - you will have fun! Ryan Anderson, Dover-Eyota Public Schools music teacher, will be the instructor for this 
band camp. Music will be mailed to the students before camp starts. There will be a short performance on the last 
day of camp. The Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras (SEMYO) is sponsoring this music camp. Playing level: 
For students with at least one year playing experience. Contact: Judy at 292-0576 for further information. 
M-F                 Jul 18-Jul 22              9 AM-12 PM 
Century High School Music Rooms      5 Sessions               $100 

Choral Music Camp 
This camp is for anyone who loves to sing!  Whether you have sung in a choir, or would just like to give choral 
singing a try -- this camp is for you!  Students will be instructed on proper singing technique, the art and science of 
producing a beautiful sound, elements of a piece of choral music, and the ins and outs of reading a choral music 
score.  Korrie Johnson, experienced instructor with the Honors Choirs of SE MN and the Rochester Public Schools, 
will be the instructor for this camp. There will be a short performance on the last day of camp. Students 
registering for both the morning session of the Summer Band Camp or Prelude String Orchestra and the afternoon 
Choral Music Camp may remain at Century and eat lunch in the cafeteria from 12:00 PM-12:30 PM. No music 
experience necessary to register for this camp. The Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras (SEMYO) is 
sponsoring this music camp. Open to SEMYO and non-SEMYO students. Contact: Judy at 292-0576 for more 
information. 
 M-F                Jul 18-Jul 22              12:30PM-3:00PM 
Century High School Music Rooms      5 Sessions               $85 
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Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras 
and 

Rochester Community Education 

 

Present 

SUMMER MUSIC CAMPS 
 

 
 

June 13-17, 2016 | Century High School 
Fiddle Strings Camp (Gr. 7 & Up) Code: 4041.461P 9 am - 12 pm $100 
Jazz Band Ensemble (Gr. 7 & Up) Code: 4042.461P 9 am - 12 pm  $100 
Rhythm Jam Camp (Gr. 5-9) Code: 4046.461P 12:30 pm - 3 pm $85 
 
 
 

July 18-22, 2016 | Century High School 
Prelude Strings Orchestra Camp (Gr. 7 & Up) Code: 4044.461P 9 am - 12 pm $100 
Summer Band Camp (Gr. 7 & Up) Code: 4045.461P 9 am - 12 pm $100 
Choral Camp (Gr. 7 & Up) Code: 4043.461P 12:30 pm - 3 pm $85 
 
 

Students in both a morning and afternoon session may stay the whole day and eat lunch at Century.  

 
 

More info & course descriptions:  www.semyo.org  |  Judy at (507) 292-0576  |  info@semyo.org 
 

Register through Rochester Community Education. 
 


